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	Overview
The ISCB National Groups (NatG) Sub-Committee (SC) oversees the work of the National Groups established within the ISCB. It is also keen on promoting clinical biostatistics to more countries underdeveloped in this scientific discipline. The following is a list of countries currently represented through the National Groups of the ISCB, along with their respective websites (when appropriate): 
· Czech Republic: http://sites.google.com/site/iscbcr/home/ 
· Hungary: http://efabis.univet.hu:8080/biostat/ 
· Poland: http://www.iscb.pl/ 
· Romania: http://iscbrng.vv.si/ 



	Seminars, Courses, Conference Organisation
· The Czech NG: (report by Zdeněk Valenta)  
By the end of 2016 the Czech NG counted 43 members. At the time of writing this report Czech NG has 39 members.

Seminars:

· Patrícia Martinková (Dept. of Medical Informatics and Biostatistics, ICS AS CR Prague)

· Testing for Moderators of Inter-Rater Reliability in Complex Settings As It Applies to Selection Instruments
· Marek Brabec (Dept. of Nonlinear Modelling)

· Semiparametric model for asthmatic difficulties depending on environmental pollution
· Selingerová Iveta, Katina Stanislav, Zelinka Jiří, Horová Ivana (Institute of Mathematics and Statistics, Faculty of Science, Masaryk University Brno)

· Modeling risk of orthopedic implant failure using kernel estimation
· Martin Otava (Nonclinical Statistics and Computing, Janssen Research & Development, Janssen Pharmaceutica NV, Turnhoutseweg 30, B-2340 Beerse, Belgium)

· Bayesian methods in pharmaceutical development
· Karel Kupka (TriloByte Statistical Software, Ltd., TBSA: TriloByte Statistical Academy, Staré Hradiště 300, CZ 53352 Pardubice)
· Measurement and classification of photoplethysmographic signals and their potential for diagnostics of cardiovascular diseases

· Duintjer Jurjen Tebbens (Dept. of Computational Methods, ICS CAS CR, Prague)

· Some applications of numerical linear algebra in statistics and some applications of statistics in pharmacy
· Milan Paluš (Dept. of Nonlinear Dynamics and Complex Systems, ICS CAS CR)

· Brain networks and scalp electroencephalogram
ISCB approved (non-sponsored) Course:

· Prof. Stephen Senn, Ph.D.

· „An Introduction to Statistical Issues in Drug Development“. The one day course in Prague was attended by 24 participants from the Czech Republic (20), Slovakia (2), Germany (1) and Austria (1). It was indeed another great highlight in the life of the Czech National Group of the ISCB. The course was very successful.



	· Polish NG (report by Krystyna Szafraniec, Alicja Cicha-Mikołajczyk, Kinga Sałapa)
· Course Organisation
     2016
· 2-day course sponsored by ISCB entitled “Causal Inference”, September 22-23, 2016, Krakow, 

· Speaker: Stijn Vansteelandt, Professor of Statistics at Gent University and at the London School of Public Health (U.K.)

· 23 participants, 22 members of PNG

    2017
· 2-day course sponsored by ISCB entitled  “Statistical methods and models for analysis of multiple events and competing risks data” will be organised on September 25-26, 2017 in Krakow,

· Speaker: Tomasz Burzykowski, Professor of Biostatistics/ Bioinformatics at the Center for Statistics of Hasselt University in Belgium
· Seminars Organisation
· Two educational seminars organised for non-statisticians, lectures given by members of PNG:

1. „Pitfalls in Medical Statistics” organised within the IXth Conference on Preventive Cardiology, November 18-19, 2016, Krakow

· Ewa Kawalec, Common pitfalls in descriptive statistics

· Agnieszka Micek, The differences among group means – whether simple analysis is simple?

· Krystyna Szafraniec, Pitfalls in multivariable analysis – rules in modelling data

· Maciej Polak, Sample size determination

2. „Statistical standards in medical research projects and publications” organised within XIth International Seminar- Statistics and Clinical Practice, May 11-13, 2017, Warsaw

· Małgorzata Cwiklinska-Jurkowska, Application of multivariate statistics in development of personalized medicine

· Katarzyna Szamotulska, Clinician-statistician communication in medical research

· Krystyna Szafraniec,  Setting up a multivariable analysis. Predictors, confounders and effect modifiers

· Ryszard Mezyk,  The projects and websites in epidemiology of cancer
· Maciej Polak, Power and sample size calculation, whether 80 cases is enough?

· Regular meeting, February 24, 2017, Large health studies in Poland- challenges in statistical modelling 

· Magdalena Kozela, Perceived control and risk of death from cardiovascular diseases in Central and Eastern Europe. The Hapiee Study.

· Agnieszka Dorynska, Objective and subjective evaluation of physical functioning and mortality from CVD. The Hapiee Study.

· Alicja Cicha-Mikolajczyk, The National Multicenter Health Surveys WOBASZ- analyses and the published results

· Ilona Baranska - Quality of communication between physicians and family of older people in long-term care facilities in Europe – results of the PACE Project

· Kinga Salapa - The role of risk factors and otoacoustic emissions in diagnosis of hearing impairment in newborns (the Universal Newborn Hearing Screening (UNHS) Program). Difficulties in statistical analysis.
· Conference Organisation
41st Annual Conference of the ISCB in Krakow in 2020: 

A few steps have been taken:

· pre-booking the conference venue: Auditorium Maximum of the Jagiellonian University,

· meeting with the manager of an administrative unit at the Jagiellonian University specialising in comprehensive organisation of conferences,

· developing plan for taking administrative and legal steps needed to organize in the university buildings a conference of external organization.




	· Romanian NG (by Anca Vitcu)
A package of three lectures was approved by ISCB to be sponsored for the Fall of 2017. The proposed topics are:

· Survival Analysis: Principles, Methods and Applications; 

· Using R for Statistical Analysis;

· Introduction to Web Scraping, Data Visualization and Content Analysis.
The goals of the event have in view: 1) to provide a space for discussions of advanced statistical methods and practical computing with the aim to support the improvement of collaborative health education in Romania; 2) to talk about the main controversies in the analysis and interpretation of survival data and gain knowledge from bad practice. 

The lectures will be delivered by:

· Tomasz Burzykowski (Hasselt University, Belgium), 

· Daniel Leucuța (University of Medicine and Pharmacy, Faculty of Medicine, Cluj-Napoca, Romania), 

· Anca Vitcu („Alexandru Ioan Cuza” University of Iasi, Faculty of Computer Science, Iasi, Romania).

The event will be developed in partnership with the Faculty of Computer Science of „Alexandru Ioan Cuza” University of Iasi and the Faculty of Medicine (ULBS) from Sibiu.

Besides involvement in these short-courses developed under ISCB aegis, RNG members almost regularly give lectures, organize workshops and conferences at local and national level, and work on individual research projects.

More information will be available on: http://iscbrng.vv.si/



	· Hungarian NG (by Júlia Singer, Tímea Gombos, Attila Dávid)
     Currently 23 members, established in 1992. NG Representatives: Júlia Singer (chairwoman), Tímea Gombos (vice-chairwoman), Attila Dávid (treasurer). 

     We successfully applied for ISCB support for a short course which was held at 14-15 October 2016 in Budapest, “Statistical Issues in Drug Development” delivered by Stephen Senn.

This was the most successful course in our 25-year history in terms of number of participants (53 attendants from different countries: 46 from Hungary, 3 from Romania, 1 from Poland, 2 from Austria and 1 from Germany).

     We continued with our regular group meetings with lectures given by members as well as by invited speakers. Two members of our group took part in the ISCB conference in Birmingham, with 1 poster presentation. On the 9th of June 2017 a one-day event called Biometric Conference (organized by our national group) will gather statisticians from different areas (drug research, epidemiology, sociology, veterinary medicine, horticulture, etc.).

On the 21st of April we had our General Meeting were the election of national representatives for the next 3 years took place. The former secretary (Krisztina Boda) and treasurer (Péter Vargha) both wanted to retire after serving the Society for a very long period (Krisztina since 2000, Péter for more than 20 years) – we are very grateful for their devoted work.
     This year there were was one applications for the award called “Young biostatistician of the year”, and a special award was granted for the outstanding research topic.



	2017 ISCB Conference Awards for Scientists (CASc) (report by Zdenek Valenta)
This year the ISCB National Groups Subcommittee (NG SC) received a total of 5 eligible applications for the Conference Awards for Scientists (CASc), down from 10 last year. The applicants represented the countries of Malawi (1), India (2), South Africa (1) and Bangladesh (1). The SC appears to be moving in the right direction by attracting the applications from non-EU countries.

All eleven NG SC members took part in the evaluation process this year which again contributed to an overall fairness of the selection process.

The SC members provided the assessment of each application by assigning the grades between 1 and 5, with the high scores reflecting excellence and low ones suggesting a rather poor quality of submission. The NG SC members were also asked to express explicitly in words whether in their opinion the scientific contribution qualified the applicant for receiving the CASc award (YES/ NO).

This year the National Groups Subcommittee decided to grant two ISCB CASc awards. The highest score earned the submission by Abhik Ghosh from India. His winning contribution was entitled ‘Robust Inferences under Beta Regression Model with Application to Health Care’ and earned 44 points out of 55 possible. 

The second winning application by Nonhlanhla Yende-zuma from South Africa was entitled ‘Adjusting the effect of integrating antiretroviral therapy and tuberculosis treatment on mortality for non-compliance: an instrumental variables analysis’ and earned 41 points. 

The two winning applicants achieved distinctively higher total scores as compared to the remaining ones whose highest score was 8 points below the 2nd ranking or more. That is why this year again the SC had no problem in identifying the winning CASc applicants. 

The two winning papers will be presented by their authors at contributed sections of the ISCB 2017 in Vigo, Spain. The winners are entitled to receiving a free registration to the Vigo Conference, a free accommodation, one free short course of their choice, a free-of-charge attendance at the Conference Dinner, and full reimbursement of economy class travel. 

Congratulation to the two 2017 ISCB CASc award winners!
Zdeněk Valenta
ISCB National Groups Subcommittee
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