	[image: image1.jpg]



Annual Report of Subcommittee
	Epidemiology

	Report Date 
	01/June/2017 

	Report Author(s)
	Saskia le Cessie

	Subcommittee Start date
	Aug/2009

	Chair
	1. Saskia le Cessie (Netherlands) since aug/2015

	Secretary
	2. Christina Bamia (Greece) since aug 2015

	Members
	1. Agus Salim (Australia) since Aug/2013 
2. Catherine Quantin (France) since Aug/2009

3. Ewout Steyerberg (Netherlands) since Aug/2009

4. Harbajan Chadha-Boreham (Switzerland) since Aug/2009

5. Nathalie Stoer (Norway) since Aug/2015
6. Tim Ramsay (Canada) since Aug 2015 (stepped down in 2014 but re-joined in Aug 2015) 
7. Vana Sypsa (Greece) since Aug/2009 (ex-chair)

8. Willi Sauerbrei (Germany) since Aug/2009


	Terms of Reference

	(1) Advise the Scientific Programme Committee of the annual ISCB meetings, if needed, on relevant topics in epidemiology for establishing invited sessions and choosing invited speakers.

(2) Establish connections with Epidemiological Societies and organise mutual sessions, courses or workshops at our conferences or elsewhere. 

(3) Generate awareness and discussions in the Society of guidelines for conducting, analysing and reporting epidemiological studies.
(4) Promote “The Strengthening of Analytical Thinking in Observational Studies (STRATOS) Initiative” within ISCB.

	Report

	· One member Adriano Decarli (Italy) has been removed from the member list. 
· At the ISCB conference in Birmingham (2016), Willi Sauerbrei  and Saskia le Cessie were invited by the ISCB Newsletter Editor, David Warne, to write an article about the STRATOS Initiative. The article was published in the December 2016 ISCB Newsletter authored by Willi, Michal Abrahamowicz and Saskia, entitled “The STRATOS Initiative - Motivation, Mission, Structure and Main Aims”. It is a comprehensive description about the STRATOS Initiative from its conception in the Epi. Sc. at ISCB Ottawa (2011), its launch at ISCB Munich (2013) and various developments until 2016. The nine STRATOS Topic Groups, their aims and activities are also described, including scientific contributions at ISCB conferences.
· Thanks go to the ISCB Officers (David Warne and Kyungmann Kim) for facilitating the planning of STRATOS sessions at the Vigo Conference.  Six abstracts were selected for ISCB Vigo dedicated to the STRATOS topics. They were scored and a STRATOS member has organized two scientific sessions. There will be talks in other ISCB scientific sessions by STRATOS members.
· Since the initiation of STRATOS, the activities of Epi. Sc. have taken place mainly via STRATOS; five of the eleven Epi. Sc members are active in STRATOS.  With this in mind, HCB in collaboration with STRATOS and Epi. Sc members submitted to the ExCom Officers (October 2016) a revision to the Epi. Sc ToR by adding a 4th term of reference:

· (4) Promote “The Strengthening of Analytical Thinking in Observational Studies (STRATOS) Initiative” within ISCB.
· Further to the above-mentioned ToR revision, CQ was invited to Co-chair and HCB to become a Member of the STRATOS Knowledge Translation Panel.  Both of them attended TCs of the Panel, for which Minutes were issued.  Various activities and collaborations were discussed at these meetings, including those with ISCB, which would become productive with time when the STRATOS guidances will be published.
· The joint members of the Epi. Sc.-STRATOS value the high-level scientific contributions that collaboration with the STRATOS Initiative brings to the ISCB Members.
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